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Fixed Wireless Access 2023 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Abstract:   This report outlines the growing market for fixed wireless 
access (FWA) equipment, including purpose-built FWA, LTE, and 5G 
technology.  The scope ranges from licensed and unlicensed 
frequency bands across the sub-6 GHz to millimeter wave spectrum.   
The five-year forecast illustrates the market growth for FWA 
infrastructure, customer premise equipment, and FWA connections 
by technology. 
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This report provides: 
 

▪ A clear view of future trends in Fixed Wireless Access technology; 
▪ A five-year forecast for APs and CPEs, broken down by region, 

technology, band group, etc. 
▪ Cost analysis of 3GPP and 802.11-based FWA options 
▪ High level insight on why operators are investing. 
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METHODOLOGY 

To create estimates and forecasts for Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) equipment shipments, 
Mobile Experts relied on direct input from more than 20 industry sources, including input 
from multiple wireless ISPs, wireline telcos, fixed wireless access infrastructure and CPE 
vendors, chipset suppliers, etc. -- contributing to the overall analysis to give a detailed global 
view of the market.   Mobile Experts built a “top-down” forecast based on direct input from 
operators, as well as overall trends in end-user demand for mobile services.   Then, Mobile 
Experts built a “bottom-up” forecast through discussions with the supply chain, including 
vendor suppliers, top-tier OEMs, and component suppliers.    Mobile Experts also used 
financial disclosures from publicly traded companies to assemble a quantitative view of the 
equipment market.   
 
Mobile Experts has defined market segments in a new way to achieve more clarity than 
other analysts in this area.  Mobile Experts distinguishes the FWA equipment market in this 
report between 3GPP fixed wireless access and 3GPP mobile access.    Fixed users are 
defined as those with a CPE in a set location at a home or office.   Since almost all mobile 
operators share their mobile networks for FWA and mobile broadband services, we are not 
counting base station infrastructure equipment sales associated with 3GPP (LTE and 5G).  
However, we still track purpose-built access point infrastructure sales.   
 
Hence, the FWA equipment market is comprised of 1) purpose-built FWA access point and 
CPE sales and 2) LTE and 5G CPE sales.    
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APPENDIX A:  MARKET DEFINITION OF FIXED WIRELESS ACCESS 

In this market study, Mobile Experts is defining the Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) equipment 
market to denote base station access point (AP) and fixed customer premise equipment 
(CPE) located at a subscriber’s home or business location.  We do not consider mobile 
devices such as “MiFi” in our CPE definition.  The wireless backhaul equipment is excluded 
from our FWA equipment definition – though it is a significant part of the overall “Wireless 
Broadband” equipment market.     
 

 
Source: Mobile Experts  

 

Figure 1.   Fixed Wireless Access Market Definition 

 
As depicted in the illustration of what’s included in our FWA market definition, some 
portions of point-to-point radio equipment share are included in our FWA market definition 
if it is used for access.  For example, a certain “high-end” segment of the market--demanding 
hundreds of Mbps or even 1 Gbps service -- can only be handled using point-to-point systems 
today.  In such cases, we include this aspect of point-to-point radio equipment in our AP and 
CPE equipment count. 
 
In this forecast, Mobile Experts tracks the base station infrastructure that is dedicated for 
fixed-wireless use.   In the case of purpose-built equipment, 100% of product shipped is 
‘dedicated’ in this way, but in the 3GPP market, a great deal of FWA traffic is carried over 
mobile networks whose primary function is serving mobile customers.    Our forecast 
indicates the 3GPP infrastructure that is deployed solely to service fixed broadband 
customers (e.g., NBN in Australia, etc.) is relatively small but growing. 


